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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and 
before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily for examination, there 
must change the attitude the public toward the disease Any scheme for 
the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public 

Recommendation World Conferencee Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 

FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT HANSEN’S DISEASE 
The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these States, 
Hansen’s disease rarely communicated contacts 
that from the public health standpoint might consider- 
practically non-communicable disease. 
The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty two years 
ago. date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 
Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable diseases. 
Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. 
Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-anually 
for short periods. 
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MAN BITES DOG 


Stanley Stein 


the average lay person, even the 
most informed, and many doctors and 
many nurses, leprosy very 
disease— This belief, founded archa- 
misconception, has given rise one 
the questions commonly asked about the 
disease. ‘‘Can well people work among 
leprosy patients without danger infec- 

authoritative answer comes from 
Perry Burgess, President the Leonard 
Wood Memorial American Leprosy 
Foundation) and author Walk 
Alone’’, whose intimate nowledge the 
problem has been gleaned from long 
years intensive interest and interna- 
tional experience. says, ‘‘Despite the 
fact that among the many leprosaria scat- 
tered throughout the world thousands 
well people, doctors, nurses and lay work- 
ers, have been daily association with 
the patients. the incidence infection 
very small. Reasonable precautions are 
taken with any infectious 


sounds incredible but this 
incidence’’ this relative infre- 
personnel— that has been factor fos- 
tering the vague notions which people 
still cling regarding the 
leprosy. well known fact that 
every year nurses and other hospital per- 
sonnel acquire tuberculosis infection 
from patients. This happens frequently 
that attracts attention outside 
medical circles. the other hand, be- 
cause institutional infection leprosaria 
happen seldom, even the report 
doubtful cases spotlighted the most 
melodramatic fashion. Charles 
Dana, editor the old New York Sun, 
once said, ‘‘When dog bites man, 
that’s not news; but when man bites 


The Father Damien case, which has 
been publicized the world over, the 
classic example the ‘‘Man Bites 
story. Newspapers have devoted columns 
it, books have been written, sermons 
delivered, screen plays created, radio pro- 
grams broadcast, and even today mission- 
ary magazines and the secular press play 
the Father Damien case for dramatic 
effect. example six 
Franciscan Missionaries left the United 
States work leprosarium Aus- 
tralia, the New York Sunday Mirror 
(October broke out with lurid 
headlines, NUNS LIVING 
SUICIDE CONTACT WITH LEP- 
ROSY. The same inevitable tomorrow 
awaits those heroic missionaries mercy 
Father Damien who came under the 
insidious touch the disease.’’ This 
makes sensational reading, but factually 
the Sisters’ chance contracting the dis- 
ease negligible. Says Mother Malachy, 
Superior these Missionaries, Sis- 
ters have been caring for leprosy patients 
for least fifty years and have some 5000 
6000 patients. There has been only one 
victim the disease across all these 

Father Damien died leprosy after 
years faithful devotion the patients 
under his care Kalaupapa, Molokai, 
Hawaii. The average person accepts the 
fact that Father Damien contracted the dis- 
ease but does not bother learn the 
contributing factors. Actually, quote the 
late Dr. Denny the U.S. Public 
Health Service, good Father never 
took any precautions against infection but 
lived surrounded his sick parishioners, 
under unhygienic conditions, his food pre- 
pared leprosy patients, his clothes wash- 
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them, and even his pipe smoked 
leprosy 

Cne very seldom hears mention 
Brother Joseph Dutton, Father Damien’s 
successor, whose work was largely med- 
ical, and who spent years Kalaupapa 
daily, intimate contact with leprosy pa- 
tients, but did not acquire the disease. 
Brother Dutton took only the ordinary 
precautions, did Mother Marianne and 
Sister Leopoldina, the first two nurses 
who served with Father Damien. Neither 
them, nor the many Sisters and lay 
nurses who have worked Kalaupapa 
the past years, ever showed the slight- 
est trace the disease. 

Mother Marianne gave her undivided 
time serving the patients Kalaupapa 
for more than years. Her biographer, 
Dr. Wood Clarke, says significantly, 
experience Mother Marianne 
and her associates and followers has 
taught the medical profession lesson 
great value. They have proved beyond 
question that, sanitary precautions are 
properly carried out, one can spend his 
life among leprosy patients with impunity. 
They have, their examples, demon- 
strated the important truth that leprosy, 
while infectious, not 

the year old history Kalaupapa, 
there has been another case so-called 
institutional infection recorded. was 
that Father Peter who has been hailed 
eight years after his arrival, was said 
have contracted leprosy. Ernie Pyle, 
who visited Kalaupapa, wrote, gen- 
erally agreed that Father Peter was utterly 
indifferent the usual precautions. Some 
even say wanted contract 
Quoting Dr. Eric Fennel who confirmed 
Dr. N.E. Wayson’s diagnosis Father 
Peter, ‘‘In his personal habits Father 
Peter was careless degree that was 
foolhardy, and was negligent his habits 


and The only symptom Father 
Peter had was small, dark, elevated 
spot high his forehead. was op- 
erated once and the spot removed. 
received further medical treatment, 
but after few months —presto! ather 
Peter, examination was found 
clinically and bacteriologically negative, 
which status again had all the rights 
the well personnel. 
Father Peter’s case has been referred 
nique because surgery seems have ef- 
fected something unheard 
other leprosaria, including Carville. 
Today, 73, Father Peter still serves 
Kalaupapa, healthy and extremely active. 

The Leonard Wood Memorial scientists 
their research work Culion the 
Philippines. Founded 1907, the Culion 
Leprosarium was, before World War II, 
the largest place its kind the world, 
with many hundreds employees, nurses 
and physicians. The records show that 
through the years two cases institution- 
infection have been reported, priest 
and laborer. According Dr. Denny, the 
laborer (who had brother, patient 
the colony) developed the disease one year 
after his arrival. the laborer’s brother 
not been isolated, Culion would have been 
blamed for his infection and, according 
official records, the diagnosis the priest 
was doubtful. special interest was the 
information recently sent Dr. 
Carreon, the San Lazaro Hospital, 
Manila. Dr. Carreon wrote, the 
time the present San Lazaro Hospital was 
founded the Brother Juan 
Clemente, 264 years ago, house and 
treat patients with leprosy, these 
days, physician, nurse attendant 
has ever been have 
and developed 

Records leprosaria all over the 
tell substantially the same stories those 
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which have cited. Space limitations will 
not permit further specific references but 
mention should made the so-called 
institutional usually referred 
medical and mission literature. These 
include Father Boglioli New Orleans, 
Father Daniel Brazil and Mary Reed, 
Protestant missionary India. Father 
Boglioli, the benevolent italian Chaplain 
Charity New Orleans, some- 
times called the Father Damien Lou- 
isiana,’’ the only person nown have 
contracted the disease the long history 
that hospital although leprosy cases have 
been hospitalized there through the years. 
1679 there was ward leprosy pa- 
tients, attended daily physicians and 
nurses During this period, Father Bog- 
lioli administered religious rites pa- 
tients that ward and visited the ward 
from time time. 

Father Daniel said have contracted 
leprosy the same manner. Quoting from 
mission literature, day was called 
out attend dying patient. Father Dan 
carried out his duty and returned the 
Friary bearing the germs the disease 
which soon manifested From 
scientific standpoint, both these cases, 
reported, are questionable. 

Mary Reed worked for years mis- 
sionary India but leprosarium. 
Then she returned the U.S. and dis- 
covered that she had leprosy. She returned 
India and devoted the remainder her 
life leprosaria She took 
treatment but recovered from the disease 
and lived past 

Dr. Christobal Manalang, outstand- 
ing authority, has expressed the opinion 
that ather Damien, Father Boglioli, Mary 
Reed and other cases could have 
harbored the infection prior their in- 
stitutional contact their work en- 
demic areas Dr. like most lep- 
rologists, that leprosy acquired 


infancy early childhood. Says Dr. 
Manalang, infection contract- 
infancy early childhood and de- 
velopment the disease the bacterio- 
logically positive stage takes years and 
varies different individuals. all his- 
torical evidences leprosy infection con- 
tracted the adult age, there has been 
record thorough physical examination 
eliminate the presence early latent 
and usually unrecognized lesions before 
the supposed exposure place 

Dr. Manalang cites the story phy- 
sician who was patient Culion 
show WEY historical records conta 
gion are useless, unscientific and mislead 
ing, ‘‘A young man, Dr. was discover- 
have leprosy shortly after qualifying 
himself practice medicine. Had Dr. 
graduated few years earlier and had 
himself been employed physician 
leprosarium, the development frank 
manifestations his disease while the 
colony, even after left would have 
been heralded and recorded clear and 
convincing case contagion during the 
performance his professional duties. Had 
studied for the ministry and then 
Culion, would have been another 
Damien. fact, could dupli- 
cate every recorded adult contagion 
the 

reading medical literature, one 
struck the fact that few cases re- 
corded institutional infection lepro- 
saria concern physicians nurses. The 
professional work this group consists 
diagnosis, care and treatment leprosy 
cases and would seem that the medical 
group would the one predominating 
so-called institutional infection rather 
than the clergy. 

There have been several cases reported 
medical literature where doctors have 
accidentally pricked themselves with nee- 
dles while working with leprosy patients. 
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one such case efforts were made prove 
that infection had taken place, but this 
was never scientifically confirmed. Dr. 
Manalang has said, ‘‘If needle prick 
sufficient transmit infection then why 
the failure all experimental human in- 
oculations with heavil ybacillated 
(145 cases deliberate inoculation 
human adults with leprosy germs have 
been recorded without registering single 
case where leprosy has been reproduced 
and developed.) 

Further, evidence that institutional 
infections have not been proven scientifi- 
cally, Dr. Manalang makes this cogent 
point, ‘‘The incidence leprosy among 
the presumably healthy adults living and 
working with patients lepsosaria sim- 
ilar the incidence leprosy the gen- 
eral population the endemic foci from 
whence they 


not necessary however, depend 
reports from foreign leprosaria sta- 
tistical data demonstrate beyond reason- 
able doubt that there little danger 
for leprosaria personnel aquire the 
fection within the institution. Convincing 
evidence right here Seeing believ- 
ing. 

Here, Carville, institution which 

this month completing the 52nd year 
its existence. Since was established 
‘‘The Louisiana Leper 
and later taken over the United States 
Public Health Service member 
the medical nursing staff has con- 
tracted the disease. rule, this group 
has observed the usual sanitary precau- 
tions taken any general hospital, and 
more. Some them, have 
been the side. 


Members the medical staff usually 
remain duty here for many years, 10, 
15, and some more than 29. The present 
resident dentist has been here for years, 
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and one consultant came here regularly 
for years, under both State and Fed- 
eral regime. The Sisters, who nursing 
and have other duties which bring them 
into daily contact with the patients, began 
their service here 1896. Some them 
stayed here for more than quarter 
century, others here today have been 
duty this hospital for more than 
years. 

During the Louisiana regime and since 
Uncle Sam took over, hundreds per- 
sons from the neighboring 
have been employed this hospital lab- 
oratory technicians, cafeteria help, plumb- 
ers, painters, electricians, watchmen 
(guards) whom work within the 
hospital grounds and buildings, coming 
frequent contact with the patients and 
some them, the very nature their 
work, have been and are subjected 
plenty are also scores 
clerical workers employed the Sta- 
tion which apart from the hospital pro- 
per, with but one possible exception 
native this endemic section), not sin- 
gle member the personnel has con- 
tracted the disease through all these years. 

There are employees here who have 
been daily duty within the hospital 
proper from years, one watch- 
man for years. Some here today started 
working this hospital when they were 
their early teens, during the Louisiana 
regime. fact, the average employee 
this hospital has been here for about 
years and usually family proposition, 
one generation following another sim- 
ilar duties. 

Many the employees and many 
the Sisters served this when 
sanitary conditions were extremely bad. 
During much the Louisiana regime 
was the opinion the State Board 
Health and sanitary experts that the san- 
itary conditions, sewerage system, etc., 
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were the population the 


institution and the neighboring 
Report the Board Control 1914. 

say that some the employees have 
been careless would masterpiece 
understatement. Through 
clothes, shoes and gadgets that have been 
worn and handled the patients have 
been taken out (unofficially, course), 
one might say everything that has not 
been nailed down but this would not 
accurate. When the old buildings here 
were torn down, furniture, plumbing fix- 
tures, lumber and what not were carted 
away the wagon load through the back 
fence under cover night. 

Despite these factors, considered con- 
ducive the transmission and spread 
leprosy, particularly endemic area 
such this one, during the years ex- 
istence the community populous 
the usual rural district, not single case 
leprosy can traced the proximity 
this hospital. Quite the contrary and 
quote from report Albert Fhelps, 
Secretary the Board Control. 
presence the Home has eradicated lep- 
rosy from Parish where for- 
merly and Mr. Phelps continues, 
has been financial benefit 
the trade the 1901, sev- 
years after the Louisiana Home had 
been established, Mr. Phelps cited that the 
Eoard had its possession testimoni- 
als, signed well known people the 
neighborhood, that. Leper 
has neither been public nuisance nor 
menace the health the people the 
value their property nor caused single 
case leprosy either Sisters Cha- 
rity, nurses, employees any sort, visi- 
tors the Home anyone living outside 
its walls. was said back 1901 
true today, almost half century later. 
But without benefit testimonial. 

this hospital were located non- 
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endemic section the country the facts 
presented here would significant, but 
one must recognize that Carville almost 
the heart the most endemic section 
Louisiana, the most endemic ‘tate 
the Union. truly remarkable that 
number cases leprosy have not de- 
veloped among the hospital personnel 
sheer coincidence, since most the em- 
ployees here are natives this endemic 
section. The case Dr. C., the Culion 
physician, has had more than one parallel 
this hospital. example— was only 
this endemic section was not employed 
here, about year before was diagno 
sed. Further. there are several instances 
personnel and patient being related. 

contended that one employee con- 
tracted Hansen’s while working this 
hospital. Perhaps did. case 
infection, indeed. But even this one 
case reasonable doubt exists whether 
the employee concerned contracted the dis- 
ease developed while working here. 
one, not even the most eminent leprolo- 
gist could state with absolute certainty 
the employee did not have latent Han- 
sen infection acquired early childhood, 
prior beginning his duties here more 
than years ago. Employees were not giv- 
physical examinations that time. This 
employee worked the Material Office 
the Station, making only occasional busi- 
ness calls the hospital colony proper, 
with little patient contact. But during the 
early years his employment worked 
the colony proper one the guards 
the detention building, where under 
very insanitary conditions thought 
acquired the infection. 

Here are facts, important epidemiologically. 
(1) The employee native this parish, 


lying within miles the most endemic 
section Louisiana. His forebears were 
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natives highly endemic bayou section 
from whence many patients 
come Carville. 

(2) Louisiana patient this hos- 
pital bore the same family well 
the Christian name this employee. 
There present Louisiana patient 
here with the same family name this 
employee’s mother’s maiden name. (Real 
names not assumed ones.) 

not know that any relationship 
exists between the employee and the pa- 
tients mentioned. have heard the 
contrary. however, fact that 
astonishingly large percentage the Lou- 
isiana patients, dating back from the State 
regime the present day, are related 
some manner degree. 

This employee who had the benign tu- 
berculoid type the disease, considered 
non-infectious even the most conserva- 
tive leprologists, was discharged from this 
hospital little after year from date 
his admission. other countries persons 
with this type Hansen’s disease are not 
required enter leprosaria but are per- 
mitted about their usual duties 
the work-a-day world. 

far know this case, occurring 
1944, has not been reported medical 
literature. From scientific standpoint 
would carry little weight, fact such was 
the opinion expressed one visiting lep- 
rologist who asked that not quoted, 


This case was seized upon locally 
stir quite ‘‘to Some members 
our hospital personnel who had been 
working here for many years suddenly 
became greatly concerned about the dan- 
gerous risk they were but not too 
concerned, really. Like the Hansen Ba- 
cillus, they’re all still with us. Their fears 
too have been considerably allayed, for 
this case instigated legislation granting ad- 
ditional pay employees having, ‘‘duty 
requiring intimate contact with leprosy 
patients’’, thereby pointing the com- 
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municability leprosy astronomical 
proportions. its provisions the over- 
worked theory contact’’ has 
been stretched include station person- 
nel whom the patients seldom see and 
others who never set foot the 

Cr. William Brady has said that 
sen’s disease feebly, all, commu- 
nicable through ordinary human contacts 
and that the place where one least 
likely contract the disease prop- 
erly conducted leprosarium.’’ Carville’s 
year record more than bears out Dr. 
Brady’s assertion. For here, this re- 
claimed swamp, despite the most favorable 
conditons for infection moist heat, mos- 
quitoes, malaria, and myriads insects, 
the ‘‘very rare’’ contagiousness leprosy 
and the extraordinary natural immunity 
enjoyed the great mass the adult 
population, even endemic section, 
has been demonstrated beyond question. 

This discussion particularly pertinent 
this time, especially pertains 
Carville. Surgeon General Parran’s Na- 
tional Advisory Committee now the 
process formulating recommendations 
for the care and treatment 
disease the United States. All that 
patients ask that the recommendations 
cial concepts. 

Organized oppositon our program 
stems from local group including some 
hospital personnel and several residents 
nearby hamlets. This group attempting 
influence the decisions the Advisory 
Committee distorting facts and spread- 
ing misinformation. Fighting public prej- 
udice regard leprosy difficult, but 
doubly difficult when those who should 
helping us, make their business 
trade this prejudice order main- 
tain the status quo. But truth will persist 
spite those who would retard prog- 
ress and hold back time Reason will 
triumph, justice prevail. 


here observe the sulfa 
apy treatments and then experiment and 
work with these drugs Dr. Jose Tol- 
entino. Arriving this country Sep- 
tember this year for his first visit 
the States, will spend year study 
fellowship from the Leonard Wood 
Memorial. Only month that time will 
spent this station. 

Dr. Tolentino, who charge the 
Eversley Childs Treatment Center Cebu 
the immediately said that 
was very favorably impressed the con- 
dition the patients Carville after sulfa 
therapy and hopes able carry the 
treatment back his people. 
marked that Cebu, community life tends 
supplant the institutional atmosphere 
existing here with favorable results. 

the question changing the name 
leprosy Hansen’s disease, Dr. Tolen- 
tino answered that, his opinion, much 
more benefit would accrue the patients 
from widespread well-organized educa- 
tional campaign. Likewise expressed 
himself the theory climatherapy say- 
ing that did not believe factor 
the Philippines, but rather the low 
standard living. 

Dr. Tolentino has long been progressive 
his thinking the problems leprosy, 
using practical approach removing the 
problems surrounding the disease make 
convenient for the patient take treat- 
ment. 

has recently reasserted the views 
made address before the Leprosy 
Advisory Board the Fhilippines which 
met 1932 ‘‘to discuss the subject 
whether not the time has now arrived 
modify radically eur existing laws 
segregation and this meet- 
ing Dr. Tolentino commented follows: 
Culion was not successful eradicating 
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the disease, because the patients were 
gainst and, therefore, they evaded it. 
Only those apprehended were segregated 
and probably more were 

human side segregation should 
not overlooked. The demands the 
patients should paid attention far 
they are compatible with the eradi- 
cation the disease, because the leprosy 
workers will never succeed without the 
cooperation the 

Further, Dr. Tolentino stressed the im- 
portance early diagnosis and treatment 
saying, present segregation system 
has not succeeded doing this (i.e. en- 
couraging early diagnosis and treatment).. 
The system needs little modification from 
time time suit the new advances 
the study leprosy. should also 
made more attractive the patients, 
order that they may present earlier 
soon they know their 

Using conditions his own Eversley 
Childs Treatment Station example, 
emphasized the value regional clin- 
ics encouraging voluntary presentation 
for early diagnosis and treatment saying, 
‘‘The number these presented cases was 
tremendously increased with the establish- 
ment the regional treatment 

The importance Dr. Tolentino’s ad- 
dress before the Leprosy Advisory Board 
the Philippines quickly realized you 
consider its direct parallel with our own 
National Advisory Committee. Similar 
problems faced both gatherings with ap- 
parently the same principles still funda- 
mental for any attempt successful solu- 
tion. While Dr. Tolentino made his sug- 
gestions years ago, they are only now, 
partially taking place Manila. Let 
hope that there will not similar lapse 
between Advisory Committee and action 
this country. 
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Making his official visit Carville 
member the Surgeon National 
Advisory Committee Leprosy was Dr. 
James Perkins, Ceputy Commissioner 
New York State Department Health. 
Dr. Perkins replaced Paul Brooks, 
found elsewhere this paper, that 
post. From our contact with these two 
men have become even more convinc- 
the progressive views health 
New York and give these two men much 
the credit. 

Dr. Perkins proved already con- 
scious many the points the program 
presented him the United Patients’ 
Committee. Using experience had gain- 
from similar problems his own state, 
discussed each their proposals with 
the Committee. 

our suggested changes the Rules 
and Regulations for this hospital, em- 
phasized that what might reasonable 
for New York State may not applicable 
Louisiana other endemic states. 
Then, said, greatest problem 
the inconsistent laws different states. 
New York has tried keep her regulations 
date while the states adjoining like 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania have strict 

Dr. Perkins evidenced great interest 
climate therapy saying that because they 
did not know why Hansen’s disease did 
not spread New York State, would 
like see such experiment tried but 
should done strictly scientific lines. 
offered take the matter with the 
New York State officers Dr. Faget 
advised. 

While was here Dr. Perkins visited 
patient who had only recently arrived here 
from New York. said, wanted 
hear from the patient himself whether 
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VOLLEYBALL CHALLENGE 


Asa result last month’s sports column 
bitter challenge match was arranged for 
the The seed battle was 
sown when the Bataan Bombers, long one 
our most combi- 
nations, took exception this reporter’s 
statement that their team was falling be- 
hind 20’s Sportsmen. Inviting THE STAR 
arrange for the occasion and provide 
suitable prizes the boys sat back and 
waited their opportunity reap revenge 
for the belittlement their skill. 

Undera cloudy, murky sky that forebode 
good for their opponents, the Bataan 
Bombers strode the court and with 
grim faces battled viciously only lose the 
first two games 21-15 and 21-12. Staging 
determined they took the next 
two games 21-13 and 21-12. The deciding 
tussle was closely fought, dog eat dog 
game, until the score became 12-12. that 
point the Sportsmen scored straight 
points run out the game and success- 
fully defend the honor the sports dept. 


had been intimidated any way. 
found that the man had not. many 
the patients here the Dept. Health, 
whether state local, has meant only 
coercion. wonder that New York 
with its humanitarian perspectives should 
the one cradle the Statue Liberty. 
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THE PEOPLE KNOW 

From Elmira, New York, SUNDAY TELE- 
GRAM Editorial, Sept. 1946. 

The medical profession has rapped the 
knuckles the press and radio for dram- 
atizing the return Major 
survivor the Eataan death march, 
the side his wife the Carville, La., 
leper colony. 

Leprosy, the medical profession asserts, 
nothing like the dread disease the aver- 
age person thinks This month’s 
the New York State 
Health Department says: 

‘mildly ‘the least com- 
municable all diseases’ the 
danger contact almost nil; the 
United States, outside three so-called en- 
demic areas, ‘froma public health standpoint 
might considered practically non- 
communicable those are some the 
things medical authorities have said about 

This information will come sur- 
prise most readers. sweeps away 
impression gained childhood, when 
the first Bible lessons told the 
lepers. dims the shocking 
pictures, published years maimed 
lepers. 

agree with that 
medical science has come long way 
since the 13th chapter Leviticus was 
written, and that there was not any sci- 
entific treatment leprosy the darker 
ages. 

But can’t agree that public igno- 
rance about leprosy should laid waif- 
like the doorstep the press. 
medical profession makes marvelous 
strides; then fails follow through 
informing the public. Newsmen have 
found the medical profession overly-cau- 
tious about giving out information new 
doctors are afraid sen- 
sational headlines, they say. 

Well, the conquering leprosy isn’t 
headline-worthy news, what is? 


**see page 10** 
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SAYS— 
Paul Brooks, M.D. 

Editor’s note:-This the second column 
that have reprinted from the New York 
State Dept. Health NEWS. Dr. Paul 
Brooks, the author, was formerly Deputy 
Commissioner the N.Y. Dept. Health. 
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were speaking, here recently, about 
Hansen’s disease. Yes that’s leprosy, you 
prefer call that. But like get 
away from that name. Too many 
carries ‘em back the Biblical days long’ 
they had any scientific knowledge 
communicable diseases-- how 
spread and why. all right back 
there mental excursion but don’t 
want stay there. 


People that had leprosy (being labeled 
somebody said, could 
having the disease) their old idea 
pronouncing ‘em and chas- 
ing ‘em out into the wilds one fellow 
put it, ‘‘it’s obsolete celluloid col- 
But celluloid collar practically 
modern compared with ideas that were 

Hansen’s it’s less infectious, 
they say, than tuberculosis and just 
woman (her husband was patient down 
there Carville) she lived outside and 
did washings for the patients. They claim 
she tried various ways infect herself, 
she could get into the institution, and 
failed. read statement that, Paris, 
three hundred people with the disease are 
allowed work various ocgupations— 
one ‘em hairdresser. 

Referring back thé case Major 
Hornbostel’s wife: prominent physician 
the founders the Internation- 
Leprosy Association— let quote you 
what says. With proper medical 
says, the Hornbostels ‘‘could live to- 
gether any community without danger 


**see page 10** 
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VISITORS 


Rev. Mrs. Wayne Rash, who are 
well-known the patients, are here while 
the Senior Rashes are Los Angeles at- 
tending the Annual National Meeting 
the American Mission. 

* * * 


Dr. Douglas Hursch The Sudan 
Interior Mission, the only eye specialist 
all Nigeria, was visitor this hospital 


* * * 


Dr. Jonathan Yoder Central Prov- 
inces, India arrived here for two-week 
study period October 

* * * 

Edward Broad, New England Sec- 
retary the American Mission, and Mrs. 
Broad Boston, visited this hospital for 
several days October route the 
Annual Meeting the American Mission 
Los Angeles. The Broads have not been 
here since 1939 and they were much im- 
pressed with the improved conditions 
which they found. Mr. Broad told 
incident which happened him last Au- 
gust while was Ocean Park, Maine. 
met good friend’’, said, ‘‘who 
was rather amused the actions an- 
other member her church who called 
frantically the telephone when the 
first notices the Hornbostel case ap- 
peared the daily press with these words, 
‘Did you know that have CASE 
leprosy this country the United 

Mr. Broad declared that joined with 
Dr. the belief that from all 
reports received, Mrs. Hornbostel could 
have been properly cared for anywhere 
this country, and without the publicity 
which attended the case. the same time 
said the publicity given this case has 
aroused the public interest and should 
redouble our efforts carry through 


**see page 15** 
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**Doctor Jones concluded from page 9** 
She could safely shopping 
and mix with people other ways— 
vided she was under competent medical 

treme, course, and conclude that Han- 
sen’s disease should disregarded. Under 
conditions here our State— climate, liv- 
ing conditions and all (most the country, 
fact) there’s practically danger 
anybody getting it. But after all, it’s seri- 
ous disease and one that needs adequate 
medical care those that have it. 

Anyway, one thing that’s 
now: it’s drag the subject out the 
darkness antiquity into the light 
modern scientific knowledge Let folks see 
for what today not the way look- 
Moses and Aaron. twelve-hundred- 
odd B.C. 


The People Know concluded from page 
the American Medical Association 
would adopt the publicity practices 
industry, for example, and proudly tell 
the would about its new the 
public would more enlightened 
Editor’s only the newsmen, but 
the patients have been disturbed the re- 
luctance the medical profession adver- 
tise acknowledge any changes that might 
have been new treatments 


DINNER PARTY 


Cr. Jose Tolentino was dinner guest 
the Filipino contingent our com- 
munity during his stay here. feast 
required day preparation and fea- 
tured chicken several forms, well as, 
some the dishes their native land. 
general discussion conditions existing 
the Philippines and locally followed 
the dinner. 


**Place THESTAR Public Library** 
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The recent Nationai Conventions Vet- 
erans’ Organizations have been great in- 
terest the ex-servicemen this hospi- 
tal. special concern were the American 
Legion Natiomal Convention held San 
Francisco and also the National Frome 
nade Societe Quarante Hommes 
Huit Chevaux. 

resolution was passed the Legion 
Convention commending Mil- 
ler, Federal Security Administrator, and 
Thomas Parran, Surgeon General, 
H., for their fine work setting the 
present National Advisory Committee, 
which studying the conditions Car- 
ville and recommending improvements. 
endorse this resolution because 
this committee will see that the patients 
with this disease will get 
for the first time the history the 
United States. 

Our good friends, Mr. Sam Rubin and 
Mr. Chas. Mitchell Monroe, La., were 
the National Promenade the 
There, Mr. Rubin presented Mrs. Watson 
Miller with two pieces antique jewelry 
the name and behalf the patients 
Carville for the sympathetic under- 
standing her husband concerning the 
patients here. 

Mrs. Florence Green, National Hospi- 
tal Chairman, D.A.V. Auxiliary, made 
such fine talk various ladies the 
Auxiliary the National Convention that 
they believe she had never visited 
this hospital. She has been staunch 
friend the patients here and are 
very pleased that she has been chosen 
Hospital Chairman for another year. 


Armistice Day. Nov. 11, 1946, comes 
again after year peace, and the vet- 
erans Carville are planning big day. 
Marine Hospital Post 188 sponsoring 
golf tournament with large assortment 
prizes. The first prize, cup donated 
the Bobby Wallace Post and Unit, will 
the champion golfer the patient 
body. the afternoon volleyball game 
between House and House will also 
interesting event because the teams 
are evenly matchd and they always put 
good battle. 

The climax the day will formal 
dance (formal dance Carville that 
means you wear shoes) the ballroom. 
Buddy Boudreaux from the Heidelberg 
Roof will handle the music and un- 
derstand smooth and sweet. During 
the intermission refreshments (non-alco- 
holic) will served and the prizes for 
the tournament will awarded with ap- 
propriate ceremony. 

Mrs. Wm. McMillian, Cept. Reha- 
bilitation Chairman the Auxiliary, has 
been active stimulating interest this 
hospital throughout the state and among 
the members her own Nicholson Unit 
Baton Rouge. With Mr. Abel Leonard 
she visited Carville learn first hand 
our needs. Nicholson Unit’s new presi- 
dent. Mrs. L.P. Landry, and group 
members including Mr. Wm. Brown, 
Mrs. Glenn Cambre, and Mrs. 
were here for visit and this Unit 
has made appreciated contribution 
our Armistice Day Fund. 
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COSTUME BALL 


From ghoulies and ghosties 

And long-leggity beasties 

And things that bump the night 
Good Lord, deliver us! 

Eight feet smirking, grinning Jack- 
rose behind the band platform 
where Buddy Boudreau and his orchestra, 
loan from the roof garden the Hei- 
delberg Hotel. played very fine brand 
music for goblins their turkey 
trot. 

The ball room’s decorations featured 
ceiling black and orange streamers cur- 
ving gracefully from the top the giant 
Jack-o’-lantern the far corners the 
room. Skeletons and witches chased each 
other across the walls while cats 
with arched backs were perched tables 
which were seated ghosts and devils 
and Death with his scythe. 

Prizes were awarded the wearers 
the most interesting costumes the Fed- 
eration and THE STAR. Eula, Barbara 
and Harry the Sultan and His Harem, 
Miriam and Nick gypsy and pirate, 
Sylvia the ghost, Mike Superman, 
Wilfred the cowboy were the prize 
winners. 

Refreshments hot chocolate and 
do-nuts were served later the evening. 


primary interest the local 
and state balloting the recent election 
was the amendment the Louisiana 
State Constitution. This amendment re- 
stores the citizens this hospital the 
privilege voting. was given substan- 
tial margin affirmation the state pas- 
sing 72,696 20,158. The vote 
our parish, Iberville, was very close but 
never the less opposed. his was due 
our neighbors ward Evidently they 
feel that new blood their voting scheme 
might remove too much our handicap. 


WORLD TRAVELER 


Dr. Eugene Kellersberger, General 
Secretary the American Mission, made 
his official visit Carville this month 
member the National Advisory Com- 
mittee. has just completed exten- 
sive tour leprosaria Africa, Europe 
and South America. 

Dr. Kellersberger said, ‘‘Hospitals for 
cases leprosy should the same par 
with those for tuberculosis and the people 
should free come and and 
treated like any other sick people.”’ 


CHINA BOUND 
Miss Jean Barr Syracuse, N.Y. 
who first went China spend- 
ing two weeks here sponsored the 
merican Mission. She expects return 
China soon thereafter transpor- 
tation available. 


For the last three days workers have 
been going full blast get the new bob- 
cat soda fountain installed. The canteen 
clerxs have had step gingerly over and 
around the confusion keep business 
going, but everyone agreed that will 
worth the temporary inconvenience. 


connection with the soda fountain 
have new compartment ice cream 
freezing unit. This has already gone into 
use and those who bought ice cream 
cup, acone ona stick before the 
show were showing very large and sticky 
grins. 


While was his vacation recent- 
took advantage the occasion 
have some maps purchased with which 
adorn the walls THE STAR office. One 
world map, feet feet, the two 
others are smaller maps the United 
States. hopes can use them keep 
visual track our expansion. 


_ 
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Since the inception the present STAR 
one our primary aims has been con- 
tact English speaning patients through- 
out the world. recent months letters 
have been received from patients five 
continents, Asia, Europe, Africa, Austra- 
lia and South America besides those reg- 
ularly received from patients United 
States territories and possessions. We. 
would line see these different groups 
patients set correspondence with each 
other well with THE STAR and 
doing can exchange news and views 
treatments and conditions within the 
various leprosaria. 


T.N. Jagadison, Sadhana, Chandrabagh 
Avenue, Edward Elliot Road, Mylapore, 
Madras, India who discharged patient 
worning educational publicity writes: 
day THE STAR’s arrival day 
rare joy for stimulates me, 
inspires me, fills with hopes 
brighter day the near future. Here 
India leprosy important but ne- 
glected disease. Our national leader, 
Mahatma Gandhi, great friend the 
cause. The greatest need removal 
ignorance, fear, prejudice, shame and all 
that has prevented people from regarding 
leprosy disease and not disease. 

nate knowlege leprosy and tell the public 
what being done for leprosy all over the 
world. you have any objections reprint 
some bits from THE STAR? Could you 
persons and associations other parts 
the world who could help with news 
what happens their countries? Please help 
for wish carry your work 


There old saying that bad news 
travels fast and good news slow but even 
snail’s pace news the benefits 
sulfa treatment for Hansen’s disease 
ventually reaches patients everywhere. 

A.H. Pipe one five pa- 
tients Ngomahura Hospital, Fort Vic- 
toria, Southern Rhodesia, Africa. The 
rest the patient population African. 
wrote the patients’ deep regret 
the resignation Dr. Bernard Moiser, 
O.B.S. Medical Superintendent the 
hospital. 

resigned recently final protest 
the apathy the Southern Rhodesia 
Government his repeated requests 
for more buildings and equipment. had 
adequate hospital, operating theater, 
laboratory and many other items which are 
essential. resigned th2 hope that this 
would lead things being done. What did 
happen was the appointment Commission 
into the control and administration 
the place and its report, far from furthering 
the cause Southern Rhodesia, 
has set back several decades. Instead 
adhering the principles voluntary segre- 
gation, which Dr. Moiser’s forte, advo- 
cated compulsory segregation rigorcusly 
and harshly practiced further south. 

ing the feelings one affected possi- 
ble for any person come without actually 
himself being sufferer. tackled the mat- 
ter from angle and allowed 
much freedomas his Zuropean pa- 
tients, insisting the provision 
houses for each one, set well apart, their 
own gardens that one felt the place with 
real home interest. encouraged wives 
live with husbands, and vice versa, where only 
one was infected. made the place little 
like hospital possible with practically 
rules and regulations. successful were his 
that years here achieved the 
exceptional discharge figure percent all 
cases admitted. firmly believes from his 
observations and experiences, that the disease 
not directly from man 
but believes there must some intermediate 
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The United Patients’ Committee and 
the Medical Officer charge have com- 
pared and discussed their views the 
patients’ program regain their Consti- 
tutional rights. Dr. his state- 
ment, here administrate the Rules 
they exist they are changed, but 
continue resist changes. short the 
M.O.C. would like subsidize the pat- 
ients with pensions and land. 

The local justice again be- 
ing questioned because the lengthy and 
continuing imprisonment patient for 
offense which court law could not 
have resulted more than overnight 
confinement. Although the matter con- 
cerned two equally involved people, one 
was jailed for only two weeks. The other 
has already served over four times that 
sentence. Incidentally, Dr. Faget resents 
the patients considering 
oners. What other perspective can you de- 
rive from complete lacx prerogative 
Executive Orders? 

The evolution neighborhood opinion 
the desirability having this hospital 
their back yard now complete. the 
time its founding was necessary 
resort the subterfuge calling the in- 
stitution ostrich farm. time wore 
and Federal checks helped fatten the 
bank accounts local merchants, the 
near-by communities took the 
their hearts. Indeed, before our last 
building program when 
sible that the institution might moved 
more favorable climate, was the neigh- 
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Global Glimpses concluded from page 13** 
with the word leprosy and substitute Han- 
sen’s disease and never uses the word 
er’ can possibly avoid 

have written oneor two articles for small 
local Rhodes:anand South African magazines. 
Iam now trying write book own 
experiences and impressions asa patient. 
was service with the East Africa Force when 
went down with Hansen’s There are 
two other service men here and now 
tem compulsion after thevoluntary system 
built Dr. Moiser. main object 
writing experiences the hope that 
might bring some understanding into the 
subject. doubt book has ever been attempt- 

Greece addressed his letter the hos- 
pital. Dr. Faget, Medical Officer 
have sent the desired information that 
group patients. 

kind treatment applied your 
National Leprosarium and what are the thera- 
peutic results same. From the American 
newspapers are informed that various new 
treatments are applied, (promine, diasone, 
true that some patients either from 
the nature the disease after defined 
treatment; are not dangerous the public 
health and out the hospital? 

shall feel much obliged you will give 
your reply airmail because here the 
Greek Leprosarium the authorities are intere 
ested only compulsory segregation and 
endeavour showed toward the regular 
ments with the drugs applied the 
can Leprosarium. beg you put 
touch with the patients order that may 
establish correspondence; especially would 
like hear from Greek patients.’’ 


MELANCON, Jr. 
FANCY GROCERIES 


AND GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
CARVILLE LOUISIANA 
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SPORTS 
Harry Richards 

The golf course undergoing its regular 
face lifting. least, the greens are being 
re-seeded with winter grass. had four 
days beautiful cool weather for the work 
and today very conveniently raining. 
This may good bad depending 
how long and hard rains. However 
the prospects are encouraging that there 
will nine velvet smooth greens for the 
American Legion tournament early 
November. 

Volleyball still holding the spotlight 
for team competition with games 
nights week. Some our elders who 
used follow well set shot with 
quick are now admitting old age and 
surrendering this feat their younger team 
mates have springs their legs. 

The lights for the softball park have en- 
countered some snags. Among them the 
scarcity electrical wire and some other 
equipment and the refusal furnish 
power for the project from the 
power plant. However, the poles and 
much the equipment, has been obtained 
and the Sports Association hopes iron 
out the other difficulties record time. 

The Federation hopes sponsor win- 
ter bowling league our improvised 
miniature bowling alleys. When team 
registrations are opened mad scramble 
may expected. This will, also, signal the 
first step new program organized 
round robin play table tennis, badmin- 
ton and shuffle board addition the 
bowling. his should help keep every- 
one busy during the indoor season. 

**Under Your Hat concluded from page 14** 
boring politicians who retain this, 
their juicy plum. Now the same selfish in- 
dividuals are attempting prevent any 


same thought mind preserving their 
thing’’. 


CARNIVAL 

gay colors and festive spirits 
Carnival the bright lights, the raucous 
voices the barkers giving out their spiells 
attract the gullible and the too-smart 
alike, that the brilliance and the glamor 
that surrounds me. 

walking through midway with 
the recreation hall—nay the big tent 
front me. HURRY, HURRY, HURRY 
—no there two-headed woman, 
dog-face boy, Siamese twins you 
can throw balls for dime and knock 
the milk bottles can you knock 
them down? shooting gallery, 
the spinning wheel with GOR-JUS prizes 
and STEP RIGHT throw the little 
darts and break win prize for 
the little lady. 

There are attractions for all ages the 
cake booth, drawing lucky numbers for 
attendance prizes and the ever-present 
Bingo. These occasions are unfortunately 
brief they are exciting and now the 
shouts are quiet, the milling crowd 
more and glamor and beauty only 
dirty littered floor, but for any whom 
this may disillusionment there now 
$384.00 available for our civic improve- 
ment. 

Carnivals are our chief means rais- 
ing money for various community projects. 
During the war contribute 
the different War Relief Organ- 
izations. This current fair sponsored 
the Patients’ Federation for the Sports As- 
sociation’s Light Fund and the United Pa- 
Committee’s support the Amer- 
ican Federation the Physically Handi- 
capped. 

**Notes Visitors concluded from page 9** 
with the task entrusted our care. Mr. 
Broad following through filling many 
speaking engagements Boston and vi- 
cinity promote enlightened view- 
point. 
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STATEMENT THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, ETC. 
Required the Acts Congress August 24, amended the Acts March 


and July 1946. 
THE STAR, published monthly 
Marine Hospital, Carville, Louisiana, 
for October 1946. 
County Iberville Parish 

Before me, Notary Public and for 
the State and county aforesaid, personally 
appeared Ann Page, who, having been 
duly sworn according law, deposes and 
says that she the Assoc. Editor-Business 
Mer. THE STAR and that the follow- 
ing is, the best her knowledge and 
belief, true statement the ownership, 
management, etc., the aforesaid publi- 
cation for the date shown the above 
caption, required the Act August 24, 
1912, amended bythe Acts March 
1933, and July 1946, (section Postal 
Laws and regulations), printed the re- 
verse this form, wit: 

That the names and addresses the 
publisher, editor, managing editor, and 
business managers are: 

Publishers, group patients 

U.S. Marine Hospital, Carville, La. 
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U.S. Marine Hospital, Carville, La. 
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U.S. Marine Hospital, Carville, 
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That the owner is: (If owned 
corporation, its und address must 
stated and also immediately there- 
under the names and addresses stock- 
holders owning holding one per cent 
more total amount stock. not 
owned corporation, the names and 
addresses the individual owners must 
other unincorporated concern, its name 
and address, well those each in- 
dividual member, must given. 

basis, headed Stanley Stein, Editor 


and Ann Page, Assoc. Ed. and Business 
U.S. Marine Hospital, Carville, La. 

That the known bondholders, mort- 
gagees, and other security holders owning 
mount bonds, mortgages, other 
securities are: (If there are none, state. 

None. 

That the two paragraphs next above, 
giving the names the owners, stock- 
holders, and security holders, any, con- 
tain not only the list stockholders and 
security holders they appear upon the 
books the company but cases 
where the stockholder security holder 
appears upon the books the company 
trustee any other fiduciary re- 
lation, the name the person corpo- 
ration for whom such trustee acting, 
given; also that the said two paragraphs 
contain statements embracing affiant’s 
full knowledge and belief the circum- 
stances and conditions under which 
stockholders and security holders who 
not appear upon the books the com- 
pany trustees, hold stock and securites 
capacity other than that bona 
fide owner; and this affiant has reason 
believe that any other person, associa- 
tion, corporation has any interest di- 
rect indirect the said stock, bonds, 
other securities than stated him. 

That the average number copies 
each issue publication sold 
distributed, through the mails other- 
wise, paid subscribers during the 
twelve months preceeding the date shown 
above is..... (This information required 
from daily publications only.) 

Ann Page, Business Manager. 
Sworn and subscribed before this 
16th day Oct. 1946. 


Sr. Lucille Lassus 


Notary Public 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small. some 
these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from 
neighboring communities have been 
employed the Carville Leprosarium 
plumbers, painters, cafeteria help, 
clerical workers, laboratory technicians, 
etc. With but one possible exception 
native this endemic section) not 
member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remark- 
able record, considering that this hos- 
pital located almost within the heart 
the most endemic section the 
most endemic state the union and 
one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculo- 
sis sanatorium can point such re- 
cord? 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


Since the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self other human volunteers at- 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, the 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 


disease. appearance and size close- 


resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle organisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list 
quarantinable diseases New York 
State and patients that State are sub- 
ject norestrictions. down, go). 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital 
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